German societies want to keep an international voice
SIR -In the News in Brief story "German science academy stumbles at birth" (Nature 444, 14; 2006) , it is reported that I wrote a "last-minute protest letter" opposing plans for the establishment of a national science academy. However, the Max Planck Society, together with all major German research organizations, supports the current plans for setting up such an academy.
The representative role of the proposed academy on an international level had been extensively discussed. It had been agreed that, for any specific case, German science should be represented by the organization with either the highest competence for the issue or the best organizational fit to the international body in question. This implies that some representational activities will stay with a funding council or a research organization.
It therefore came as a surprise to the research organizations that the states commission had been advised to constitute the academy as a body with a general power to represent German science internationally.
As a consequence, the German Research Organizations wrote a clarifying letter to the states commission, which -as president of the Max Planck Society -I signed also on behalf of the heads of Germany's research-funding agency the DFG, the Fraunhofer Society, the Leibniz Association, the Helmholtz Association of German research centres and the German Rectors' Conference.
Peter Gruss Max Planck Society, Hofgartenstraße 8, 80539 München, Germany
Imagine projects with a strong emotional appeal SIR -Your Editorial "To build bridges, or to burn them" (Nature 443, 481; 2006) concludes that a large group of environmentalists "might be more likely to change their minds about science if its practitioners would desist from sneering at emotional argument and demonstrate that science is a window through which we can see our world more clearly".
I would go further, and argue that scientists would do well to use emotion, based on sound science, in that demonstration.
Our Imagine programme (www. foundation-imagine.org) involves scientists and high-school students working together on tangible projects for application in developing countries. Scientists submit their ideas, from which small groups of students aged 16 to 18 each choose one. The student groups then draft a business plan, carry out experiments, obtain local information and outline budgets, while considering social issues.
The winning team sees its plan carried out: in 2004 the production of biodiesel from algae in Mozambique; in 2005 extraction of avocado oil in Kenya; and in 2006, redevelopment of a plantation in Suriname to produce colouring compounds.
Imagine's emotive collaboration of schoolchildren and scientists working on applications in developing countries appeals to the media, and hence to a very broad audience that might not otherwise be reached. 
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